
 

 

 

 

AN INNER-WEST buy-and-swap page has turned into a saviour for a 
father waging his fight against cancer.  

The Inner West (Melbourne) Buy Swap and Sell Facebook page – originally 
set up to offer a place to trade unwanted goods – has become a fundraising 
lifeline for Claudio Mongelli’s family, who can’t afford the drug that could save 
his life. 

Mr Mongelli said he was overwhelmed by the support from complete strangers 
auctioning anything from electrical and plumbing services to cakes and pies, 
and even maths tuition. 

The group, which has more than 13,000 followers, has morphed into a 
community hub and helped people find missing dogs and wedding rings and 
given advice on everything from plant maintenance to restoring old furniture. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/136129059844341


Social media expert Anna Cairo said Facebook groups such as this had 
become the new meeting place and a way for people to stay community-
minded. 

“Facebook is about community and being social and that’s why it’s thriving and 
going viral because it connects with people,” Ms Cairo said. 

“Neighbourhood Watches and Neighbourhood Houses have really wound 
down and people are looking for another outreach, and Facebook is appealing 
because that’s where the majority of people are interacting.” 

Mr Mongelli said he appealed for help on the site because he wanted to be 
around to see his children Carla, 9, and Michael, 12, grow up. 

But the drug he needs is not covered by the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme. 

The cancer growth blocker drug Inlyta (axitinib) costs $6800 a month. 

In 2011, Mr Mongelli was diagnosed with kidney cancer. It has spread to his 
lungs, pelvis and brain. 

His wife, Jane Pastore, is a member of the Facebook group and said she 
couldn’t believe how generous people could be. 

“We are completely overwhelmed and shocked by the response,” Ms Pastore 
said. 

“It is amazing how kind people can be to complete strangers.”- Jane Pastore 

“It is amazing how kind people can be to complete strangers.” 

Mr Mongelli, 40, said he now wanted to pay the kindness forward and give 
some of the money raised to other families who were struggling to afford 
medicine not covered by the PBS. 

Yarraville residents James and Lauren Owens, from I Heart Melbourne Tours, 
were touched by the appeal and are selling tickets for a wine tour of the 
Bellarine Peninsula to donate to the family. 

“We’ve ourselves have lost a father to brain cancer and had a mother with 
breast cancer so this is all too close to home for us,” Ms Owens said. 

Lisa Waldron and her sister are auctioning jewellery so Mr Mongelli can beat 
cancer like their mother. 

Details: facebook.com/hashtag/auctiontohelp 

 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/iheartmelbournetours
http://www.facebook.com/hashtag/auctiontohelp

